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SUPPLEMENTAL ARTICLE 16.  JAPANESE/OKINAWA EMPTY-HAND FORMS (FLAG SYSTEM) 
(This is an alternate division that shall follow the same rule set at the normal WMAGC 
Japanese/Okinawan set of rules with an alternate system of judging using a flag voting system. 
There will be a few differences in the rules for this division that will be highlighted in yellow.) 

 
16.1 ​ Uniform - All uniforms should be of the representative country or style.  The Country will decide what 

uniform they can wear.  The Country name should be embroidered or silk-screened on the back of 
uniforms.  Last name of the athlete should be embroidered or silk-screened on the right arm. 

 
Competitors are not permitted to wear any costume/theatrical dress, mask or other items, including 
jewellery which are not in keeping with the practice of traditional Martial Arts.   Competitors with long hair 
are permitted to use a plain hair tie.   Prescribed glasses are permitted. 

 
16.2 ​ Performance - Competitors must perform a Kata or Form which is recognised as being from a 

‘Traditional’ Japanese/Okinawa Martial Art.  
 

16.3 ​ Performance Area - The Performance Area will be in accordance with Article 3.3 with seating 
arrangements for the Judges either on one side, or at the corners of the area. 

 
16.4 ​ Number of Judges – The Form may be judged by three Judges or five Judges, who will be seated 

separated in a single line at one side of the area or in the opposite corners. 
 
16.5 ​ Entering & Exiting the Performance Area – Competitors will be indicated as to the points which they are 

expected to enter. 
 

Competitors are required to make two appropriate bows, or salutations, one to the preceding 
competitor, and one to the area before making their way onto the area.  In the case where the 
competitor is the first person on to the area, they will make their bow or salutation only to the area 
itself. 

 
Upon entering the area, competitors will make their way into the ring and may announce to the 
judges/main judge any or all of the following: 

 
1. ​ Name of Competitor 
2. ​ Country They Represent 
3. ​ Name of the Form 

 
16.6 ​ Scoring - Competitors will be scored on the following criteria: 

 
1. ​ Correct Entry & Exit Procedures 
2. ​ Correct “Traditional” Movements 
3. ​ Proper Technique and consistency 
4. ​ Appropriate Balance, Speed, Power and Control of the Body 
5. ​ Appropriate Mental Focus 
6. ​ Overall Performance/Energy Of The Form 

 
Notes: 

 
1. ​ Competitors in the division will compete in a bracketed format (similar to a fighting 

bracket) where each athlete will be paired up against another athlete by random draw 
and compete “head to head” (some may get a bye to the next round by random draw). 
The competitors will either perform simultaneously or one at a time (depending on 
space allowances). Each of the judges will then vote for the one competitor of the two 
that they feel has best met the scoring requirements in that match by show of hands or 
raising of flags. The winner of the match (The one with the majority of votes) moves on 
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to the next bracket to perform against the next opponent until the bracket concludes in 
the final match.  

2.​ Once the athletes have completed a match, their previous performances should have 
no impact on the scoring of subsequent performances. Each performance should be 
judged on its own merit.  

3. ​ The losing athletes of the two semifinal matches will compete against each other in a ​
​ supplemental match to determine the bronze(3rd place) medal winner. The winners of the ​
​ semifinal matches will move on to compete against each other in the final match. The ​
​ winner of the final match will win the Gold(1st Place) Medal and the loser of the final match 
​ will win the Silver(2nd Place) Medal. 
4. ​ Beginner and intermediate athletes may perform the same kata in successive 

matches while advanced and Black belt competitors must not perform the same 
kata “Back-toBack” in successive matches.  

5.​ Athletes must perform a Form that captures the essence of and is 
recognizable as a traditional “style” form executed in the technique of the 
division it is performed in. Variations in sequence or variations in 
techniques (as long as they are traditional techniques), are not grounds for 
penalization or disqualification.  WMAG is “a sport for all” organization, and 
does not exclude styles or martial artists based on differences in styles. 
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